The Men of the Trees

Arbor Day Awards Nomination

Nomination Summary

The Men of the Trees Queensland has been dedicated tinfgste planting, maintenance
and protection of trees in Southeast Queensland for over tyeaty. In the last two years
alone, the group has actively worked in over 13 sites in theemesuburbs of Brisbane,
dedicating over 3885 volunteer hours to maintaining over the 8659 plamtstpetground
since July 2006. The Men of the Trees has actively engaigedhe broader community to
plant trees to improve the environment and encourage use @tiearareas for the
community at large to enjoy.



Project Description

The Men of the Trees (MOTT) is a non-profit, non-politicakrnationalsociety dedicated to
fostering the planting, maintenance and protection of tréesQueensland Society was
formed in 198@&nd is based in Brisbane. Its membership is supported bypageraent
committee, voluntary tree planters and other supporters drawnabroad community base.
The organisation believes in planting the right tree, inritite place, for the right reason.

The society formed in response to the recognition that defooestets made a major impact
on the visual and physical environment; and on the biodiversitygsalf Queensland. The
Men of the Trees plant trees in parks as well as in degiratéen and rural areas;
recognising that in some regions, tree planting is requirsethtilise eroding soil profiles,
provide flora and fauna habitat and generally help to restmieoemental degradation
whilst beautifying the environment and providing for the healthrandkation of the
community. The organisation also encourages tree plantingttepeaific needs — for
example, the planting of trees around the edges of open spacavide shaddor people
using recreation areas or planting native food sources for féamg @parian zones.

At the end of the 1980’s the society was fortunate enough to actiu@€ottage’ at The

Gap where a nursery was established and run by volunteersiurbésy and environmental
centre was eventually given to Greening Australia Queensdatndnsaction which still
provides the MOTT group witBO0O0 free treefrom the nursery each year. Now, the planting
projects — athirteen sitesacross the western and outer suburbs of Brisbane — aezltend
members of MOTevery Saturday morninfgom January to December each year. The
group’s work issupported by councilsyho recognise the hard work that the volunteers put
into their projects. The activare memberare so dedicated, that during the tough water
restrictions in Brisbane, the group brought jerry cans fullatewfrom their own rainwater
tanks to ensure that plants survived the drought.

But it's not just the core members that do all the work — theyogned by members of the
community from near and faiamiliesliving in the neighbourhoodtudentsvho want to
learn more about the environment and people who just waekéreisanvolved in

weeding, planting, watering and mulching. These member® aammunity are attracted to
MOTT's working bees by the large amount of advertising treattre members do; ranging
from large banners mounted on cars during working bees, signpggkatand community
notice boards, newsletters as well as the numerous attielesre published in local
newspapers.

Every six months, the group produce®ster of working beesotating their efforts around
all of their sites to ensure that each receives the ptanting and maintenance that it
deserves. This kind of dedication has ensured that MOTT’s oldedirgs are now thriving
forests. Working closely with two local councils — Brisb&hty or Moreton Bay Regional
Council, depending on the location of the site — MOTT plansatk to ensure the best
outcome for the site, environment and community. In some casgsas the ‘National Tree
Day’ planting in July 2008, this involves over 2 months of prearatnd consultation;
meeting onsite, submitting plans and species lists, thenigadesthem to take on different
aspects of council’s feedback. As well as planning for theigdlyslanting, MOTT also
spends time liaising with members of other community grouiseisuburbs to attract extra
sets of hands to assist with their valuable work — and returménfavour byhelping out with
other group’s projects



But it's not all hard work for the Men of the Trees. Socathgrings, DVD nights and field
trips to locations of interest are some of the highlights fergtoup. The DVD nights are
held regularly- their library has recently expanded to includalaction of environmental
and community engagement documentaries. The field trips toafifflocations in South
East Queensland are open to the community, not just membd@TOF and often
incorporate a tour by local bush care or community group.

Outcomes

Since July 2006, the Men of the Trees have reco8888 volunteer hourghich have been
spent planting659 plantsatthirteen sitesn the Brisbane area. As well as planting trees, the
group is dedicated to maintaining their plantings — eventsigdsare over 10 years old are
weeded and mulched if it is deemed necessary. Sotheipkites include the Bardon Girl
Guide Hut at Coolibah St, Bardon, Cedar Creek on Tramwaiegty Grove, the Gubberley
Creek site in Kenmore, Wightman Reserve on Cabbage Tre& {Dr&erny Hills and

Taringa Parade in Taringa to name a few. Where possilda whrking with waterways in
particular, their sites arntinually expandedrhe older parts of these plantings have grown
into forests providing habitat and shade for the community. At E=ven of MOTT’s current
sites include advanced trees and shrubs.

ForNational Tree Dayn July 2008, MOTT organised a spectacular event at thearCed
Creek site in Ferny Grove. Over 100 members of the locatreority including a local
Scout’s group turned up to assist with digging the holes fat@bé plantghat were planted,
watered and mulched. This planting was to continue the thatkvas done by MOTT along
the riparian zone of Cedar Creek where they had already pR®@ettees from October
2007 — April 2008 to provide a natural corridor and create a natade areas for patrons of
the park.

Recognising the ‘changing face’ of volunteering, MOTT has forolese associations with

a number of groupto maximise efforts. Some of these groups include the KedraokBr
Catchment Association who MOTT have assisted on their e¢atign sites, and a joint
project with Greening Australia Queensland’s Volunteer Prognatine Gold’'s Scrub
regeneration project at Lake Samsonvale. A successful Eripéras been formed with the
staff at the Marriott Brisbane and members of the Attiahg who attend working bees and
help to spread the word. The society adacateservice organisations, schools, Scouts and
Guides, clubs, rural groups and individuals in achieving a bettersiadding of the role of
trees in the environment and the community.

Future Actions and Ongoing Maintenance

The Men of the Trees is dedicated to the ongoing care of dikeir sites, old and new alike.
Every six months, aaintenance scheduie drawn up to make sure that each site is visited
and maintained — if extra work needs to be done on a dites ibeen known to find available
members of MOTT removing weeds and watering plants on dagk The group hopes to
continue its work (both maintenance and planting) well intonthe decade, if not further
into the future. Aside from the physical work, the organizasoruirently working to
upgrade itsvebsite(www.menofthetrees.org.ausing state of the art techniques including
the making of short videos to attract new members (and manfecommunity carbon offset
program and a plan for establishing a Queendlegidter of significant treeare also plans
on the drawing board.




Final Comments and Supporting Documents

It is the absolute dedication of the Men of theeBréo continue their environmental and community
work over two decades that makes them worthy dkdror Day Award in the Community Group /
Group Tree Planter category. The group clearly patnuch effort into their work, thinking about the
purpose for their plantings and planning for thegléerm — their successes in the past two yeaekspe
for themselves. Following is extra information (rspa&per articles and photos) to support the
nomination.












Stopping for a well deserved tea break.

Working on a planting site.




Students chip in on the fun.

The team that works at Gold’s Scrub, Lake Samsenval

Some of the thick forest areas

growing due to MOTT’s efforts.



